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PRESS-RELEASE 

 

Answer by President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin  

to the question on the International Olympic Committee’s decision to suspend 

the Russian team from the 2018 Winter Olympics 

(Nizhny Novgorod, December 06, 2017) 

 

Question: Mr President, we feel really bad about the decision of the 

International Olympic Committee yesterday. What are your thoughts on this? What 

will happen to our Olympians? How will everything be at the Olympics? 

Vladimir Putin: I already spoke about this, but now that we have the 

decision, I can repeat that the decision needs to be studied further, there are many 

subtleties that we need to understand, and we need to read everything that is 

written in this decision. That is what is important for us, to my mind. 

First, we must admit that we are partly to blame for this, because we gave 

cause for it. 

But I think that while there was cause, it was not handled in an honest way, 

to put it mildly. Why? Because, firstly, this is collective responsibility. Collective 

liability for offenses is not envisaged in any legal system in the world. This is my 

first point. 

Secondly, most of the charges are based on allegations that are not proven 

and are largely unfounded. They are based mainly on the testimony of one person, 

whose morals and ethics and mental state raise a lot of questions. There is nothing 

else. 

What is important? It is important that the commission concluded that there 

was no system of state support for doping in Russia. This is an important 

conclusion. But if this is so, then the question arises: why are our Olympians 

prohibited from competing under the Russian flag and Russian symbols, if there is 
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no state support? Punish those who are to blame. And, secondly, if there is no state 

support for doping, then why cannot they compete under our national symbols? 

This, of course, is a big question. 

However, there should be no doubt, we will not be announcing any kind of 

blockade, or preventing our Olympians from taking part in the Games, if some of 

them decide they want to participate in an individual capacity. 

Many athletes, and I know many of them personally, have been training for 

this event all their lives. Not only did they spend the last few years preparing for it, 

they have been training for it throughout their careers, because the Games are so 

important to them. So, with this in mind, of course we will not prevent anyone 

from doing what they want, and we will not block anything, or come up with 

prohibitive requirements. 

However, we still need to carefully review the decisions involved, read 

them, and be aware of all the details. Of course, it is up to the Olympic Assembly 

to take the final decision. I believe it is scheduled to take place one of these days. 

I am also worried about our athletes. Many of them are not just people 

whom I know; I consider them to be my friends. I am very worried for them and 

support them. Each of them will probably need to make a decision. 

These are not the only problems. First, compared to other athletes, our 

athletes will be checked three times as much. What does it mean for them and how 

will it be organised? During the previous Olympics, one of our athletes – a 

freestyle wrestler, I believe – was tested right before the event. They woke him up 

at night. He won, but then fainted. How will it be organised this time? We do not 

know. 

Then, we do not quite understand how the team competitions will be 

organised. What symbols will they be wearing? This is also important. 

Many other questions need answers. Ultimately, the athletes themselves will 

need to decide for themselves, each one of them: is it going to be a team or an 

individual performance, and who will participate and how. 

The process is still ongoing. There is another threat. They may knock out our 

leading athletes one by one. What will we be left with then? A team of the third, 

fourth, or fifth best athletes? How will they go about it? They may tell us, ”We 
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have just uncovered a doping problem. Here is the result. It is not there.“ This is 

not a fair or equitable approach, to put it mildly. 

There is yet another problem – the so-called therapeutic use of medications. 

Say, our skiers sweat, pant and exert themselves and then a rival comes along and 

brings a pile of papers: One has a certain medical condition and another has 

something else. They are all ill. Maybe they should compete in the Paralympic 

Games? No, they all compete here and they use medications that are off limits to 

others. They have a clear advantage. For some reason, nobody pays attention to 

this. It is also allowed [to take medications] after an operation. In other words, 

there are a lot of exemptions, which is not conducive to natural, fair competition. 

As for past competitions, including the Olympic Games in Sochi, I can tell 

you this: I have never set, for instance, the Sport Ministry or any other organisation 

and federation the task of winning the Olympic Games. There has never been such 

a task. We had a different, higher task: to prepare the Olympic Games and hold 

them in a fitting manner for our athletes, sport amateurs and all those who love 

sport all over the world. This was our main task. And we accomplished it 

brilliantly. 

Let us recall how things were going ahead of the Olympic Games in Sochi. 

We have simply forgotten this. We quickly forget bad things. But how was it in 

reality? We constantly heard one and the same thing: Russia is not ready, Russia 

will not do it, Russia will not make it. And when everything worked out fine, when 

we did everything, another line of attack began: this is bad, that is bad, this is 

unfair, etc. Then there was meldonium. Nobody had said anything about 

meldonium. Everybody had used it all the time but then all of a sudden it was 

declared a banned substance and our athletes were getting disqualified. 

All of this looks like a completely choreographed and politically motivated 

decision. We can see this. I have absolutely no doubt about it. The question is, 

what will the Olympic Assembly do, what decisions will it make? To reiterate, 

Russia will not block anything, will not cause any problems for those athletes who 

choose to compete on their own. 


